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May 17, 2019 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members  

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next meeting: None 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues or projects 

in progress:  

 

Department of Public Service Director, Chad Tyrakowski reports on projects across the city. 

 
 

MDOT contractors have completed tree 

removal, ADA crosswalk ramp upgrades, 

as well as paving M51 & M62 through 

town.  Other than some final restorations 

and touch-ups, all that remains is restriping 

of the lanes.   

 

Semco contractors continue boring new gas lines in Penn 

Township.  Unfortunately, they nicked a lateral to the 

Penn Township Fire Department.  Fortunately, Penn FD 

worked with us to delay repair until the next morning; 

and, the contractors assisted our crews with exposing and 

repairing the line.   

 

Waste Management has been working their way through 

town during Spring Clean-Up week.  With large volumes 

and a record number of mattresses and furniture, collecting may be pushed into next week.              

A dumpster is available for any missed items at the Butler Building (501 S. Front St.) between 

7:30am-4:30pm weekdays until full.    

 

A pre-bid walkthrough for the demolition of 320-322 S. Front had good attendance.  This makes us 

optimistic on the potential of receiving competitive bids. 

 

 

 

 



 

In addition to responding to various “flickers” believed to be 

caused by wind, and in one case, a loose meter terminal, the 

electric crew set a pole in order to relocate precariously 

positioned electric services to two houses.  The relocation not 

only raised the lines, but also moved them away from the 

roofs and awnings.   
 

Both Penn and Dowagiac Fire Departments are in the process 

of flushing hydrant lines.  Our crews are in the process of 

cleaning lift-stations, completing Indian Lake and starting on 

both Sister Lakes’ and the City’s.  This is good timing, as recent issues at a few of the stations 

reinforce the necessity.   

 

With, summer-help, 

Matthew assisting with 

painting, Travis finished 

the reconditioning and 

repurposing of the plow 

from our retired unit 6 to 

replace the broken skid 

steer plow.  Looks good-as-

new, and ready to tackle 

next winter’s challenges.   

 
 

The wastewater treatment plant has completed cleaning the east primary tanks, and have dewatered 

and are working on the west tanks.  A blower motor that had failed a while back was assessed and 

found to have many issues.  Although re-buildable, we are researching the warranties on both a new 

and rebuilt unit to decide how best to proceed.  Good news at the plant.  Thanks to much lower 

winter precipitation than last year, field application was completed prior to the rain we’ve had since, 

emptying our aerobic digester tanks for the season. 

 

In addition, staff met with the schools to compromise on a solution to better handle their storm 

water run-off, with Wightman to review progress and finalize details for the CCWS reliability study 

and general plan, and with Cass County Fire who is undergoing an ISO insurance audit to provide 

information on system pressures and flows. 

 

Code enforcement Officer Steve Allen reports Housing Incentive Awards from the May 15 

meeting.  Four housing project applications received a total of $1,325.00 in awards and one tree 

removal application received $150. 

 

Director of Public Safety Steven L. Grinnewald reports on this week’s events 
 

Police 
 

The Dowagiac Police Department is proud                                                  

to announce the hiring of our newest Officer 

Mackenzie Prins.  Officer Prins was sworn in 

earlier this week and has begun her field 

training officer program with the department.  

Officer Prins is a recent graduate from the 

Grand Rapids Community College Police 
Academy and is from the Holland, MI area.          

Please welcome Officer Prins to our community! 

 



 

 

This week is Law Enforcement Memorial Week across the nation. Law Enforcement Officers  

who have made the ultimate sacrifice as well as current and former Officers are remembered  

and honored for their service.  The men and women of the Dowagiac Police Department remain 

committed to providing the best service possible to our community and greatly appreciate the 

support of our community.  We are honored to provide service to such a great community and  

look forward to continuing to do so in the future.   

 

Fire 
 

The Dowagiac Fire Department continues to utilize the buildings located at 320 & 322 S.                          

Front St. for excellent training.  It is rare that firefighters get the opportunity to use actual 

residences/buildings for realistic training and we are taking every opportunity to make good use                   

of these buildings.  Firefighters practiced ladder truck operations along with rescue operations and 

techniques.  All firefighters worked hard to learn as much as possible so that when the time comes 

they will be ready to provide the best service possible to our community.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


